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S P E E C H BY THE P R E M I E R OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . DON DUNSTAN . AT THE O P E N I N G OF THE 
ANNUAL STATE G A L L E R I E S D I R E C T Q R 5 ' C O N F E R E N C E . 8 / 1 1 / 7 1 . 
D R . H A C K E T T , 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD , 
MR. B A I L Y , 
D I R E C T O R S , 
L A D I E S AND G E N T L E M E N : 
I T G I V E S ME GREAT P L E A S U R E TO SPEAK TO YOU AT THE O P E N I N G OF T H I S 
C O N F E R E N C E . 
AND T H I S I S BECAUSE I T I S A VERY IMPORTANT C O N F E R E N C E , BOTH TO T H I S S T A T E 
AND TO THE NAT ION AS A WHOLE. 
I D O N ' T TH INK THAT I S AN O V E R - S T A T E M E N T . 
THE P E O P L E OF A U S T R A L I A MAY NOT BE W A I T I N G B R E A T H L E S 5 L Y TO HEAR OF THE 
, S U B J E C T S YOU D I S C U S S AND THE D E C I S I O N S YOU MAY COME TO . IN F A C T , MOST 
P E O P L E WON&T KNOW THE CONFERENCE I S T A K I N G P L A C E AT A L L . 
BUT N E V E R T H E L E S S I T I S I M P O R T A N T , B E C A U S E IT I S AN I N T E G R A L PART OF A WHOLE 
S E R I E S OF P R O C E S S E S WHICH HAVE A FUNDAMENTAL AND Q U A L I F Y I N G E F F E C T ON WHAT I 
B E L I E V E WE WOULD A L L L I K E TO C A L L " A U S T R A L I A N C I V I L I S A T I O N " . 
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YOU KIMOW, P O L I T I C I A N S COME AND GO. I F WE ARE GOOD, WE MANAGE TO HAVE 50ME 
E F F E C T ON OUR S O C I E T I E S - BUT ONLY IN SO FAR AS OUR BROADLY BASED SUPPORT 
ALLOWS. THERE ARE IN E F F E C T TWO L E V E L S OF L E A D E R S H I P INVOLVED - THAT WHICH 
THE P O L I T I C I A N G I V E S S O C I E T Y , AND THAT WHICH IT G I V E S H I M . I F HE DISREGARDS 
THE LATTER THEN HE MIGHT A5 WELL FORGET ABOUT THE FORMER. 
GALLERY D IRECTORS COME AND GO, TOO, BUT FOR D I F F E R E N T REASONS . AND WHAT I S 
SO V I T A L L Y . I M P O R T A N T ABOUT THEIR FUNCTION WHILE THEY ARE THERE (OR HERE , AS 
THE CASE MAY BE ) I S THAT THEY A R E , IN E F F E C T THE CUSTODIANS OF OB JECTS AND 
I D E A L S THAT , AT THE H IGHEST L E V E L , DO NOT HAVE THEIR SEASON, BUT ENDURE AS AN 
E S S E N T I A L PART OF THE VERY QUAL ITY OF THE F A B R I C OF A S O C I E T Y . 
I F MANKIND CAN SURV IVE THE C I V I L I S A T I O N HE HAS B U I L T , WITH HIM WILL BE MANY 
OF THE OB JECTS YOU HAVE IN YOUR TRUST - AND THEY WILL I N D I C A T E FAR MORE 
PERHAPS THAN HANSARD, OR T O D A Y ' 5 P R E S S , OR THE DES IGN OF A JAM T I N L A B E L , 
WHAT ARE THE C R E A T I V E I D E A L S OF T H I S COMMUNITY AND THE QUAL ITY OF T H I S TIME 
AND T H I S P L A C E . 
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THEREFORE I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT S I N C E MY GOVERNMENT TOOK O F F I C E WE HAVE 
IMPLEMENTED P O L I C I E S WHICH HAVE RESULTED IN S I G N I F I C A N T INCREASES IN GRANTS 
>TO THE A R T S . AND T H I S HAS NOT ONLY BEEN TO THE PERFORMING A R T S , ABOUT WHICH 
A LOT COULD BE S A I D . WITH RESPECT TO THE STATE GALLERY WE HAVE E S T A B L I S H E D 
AN ANNUAL GRANT OF $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 WHICH HAS MADE P O S S I B L E PURCHASES THAT HAVE 
S I G N I F I C A N T L Y INCREASED THE IMPORTANCE OF I T S C O L L E C T I O N . 
IN P A R T I C U L A R TH IS HAS ALLOWED THE GALLERY TO EXPAND I T 5 CONTEMPORARY 
A U S T R A L I A N COLLECT ION AND I T S VERY IMPORTANT COLLECT ION OF SOUTH EAST A S I A N 
A R T . IN F A C T , I T S COLLECT ION OF 14TH AND 15TH CENTURY THAI CERAMICS I S 
UN IQUE . SUB JECT TO THE BUDGETARY CONS IDERAT IONS (AND FOR A STATE GOVERNMENT 
SUCH CONS IDERAT IONS ARE VERY R E A L ) I WOULD HOPE THAT , IN THE NOT TOO FAR 
D ISTANT FUTURE , THE GRANT CAN BE INCREASED A G A I N . 
^BUT COLLECT IONS OF WORKS OF ART MUST BE " L I V E D WITH" TO BE REAL LY UNDERSTOOD. 
I AM SURE A L L OF US HAVE HAD THE E X P E R I E N C E OF A P A I N T I N G OR A SCULPTURE 
BECOMING P R O G R E S S I V E L Y MORE F A M I L I A R AND P R O G R E S S I V E L Y MORE A T T R A C T I V E , OR 
S T I M U L A T I N G , OR AT L E A S T , UNDERSTOOD. 
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TH IS I S AN E X P E R I E N C E THAT BY AND LARGE I S DENIED MOST GALLERY V I S I T O R S , 
WHO ON F I R S T V I S I T I N G A GALLERY ARE OFTEN V I S U A L L Y AMUSED BY THE GREAT 
CLASH ING AND CLAMOROUS PRESS OF THE D I S P L A Y 5 . THEY SHOULD RETURN , AND 
I D E A L L Y , OFTEN , TO G IVE THE RECKONER TIME TO UNDERSTAND WHAT HAS BEEN 
IMPRESSED UPON HIM. ; 
FOR TH IS REASON, I D E A L L Y , I THINK WE SHOULD HAVE A S O C I E T Y - OR AT L E A S T 
C I T I E S - WHICH INDULGE THEMSELVES IN THE PURCHASE AND D I S P L A Y OF P U B L I C 
WORKS OF ART TO A FAR GREATER DEGREE THAN AT P R E S E N T . I WOULD L I K E TO SEE 
FOR I N S T A N C E , NOT ONLY CENTRAL A D E L A I D E ' S P A R K S , GARDENS, SQUARES , AND STREETS 
AND B U I L D I N G S , AS R E P O S I T O R I E S OF NON-COMMEMORATIVE S C U L P T U R E S , F O U N T A I N S , 
OR P A I N T I N G S , BUT ALSO OUR SUBURBS AND INDEED P E O P L E ' S HOUSES . IN F A C T , 
G IVEN THAT GOVERNMENTS AND COUNCILS ARE NOTORIOUSLY I L L - I N F O R M E D ABOUT 
A E S T H E T I C VALUE5 AND P R I N C I P L E S , I T WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO ALLOW STATE 
G A L L E R I E S TO SE LECT AND M A I N T A I N SUCH WORKS. 
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BUT SHORT OF THE R E A L I S A T I O N OF THAT 50MEWHAT UTOPIAN HOPE , I T SEEMS TO ME 
IMPORTANT THAT OUR G A L L E R I E S ARE NOT J U S T HALLS OF D I S P L A Y , BUT RATHER AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF THE S O C I A L L I F E OF THE C I T Y . 
FOR TH IS REASON, SOME S I X MONTHS AGO I ASKED THAT A STUDY BE MADE AS PART OF 
OUR GENERAL TOURIST. P LANNING INTO THE F E A S I B I L I T Y OF RESTORING AND USING THE 
OLD P O L I C E BARRACKS AT THE BACK OF THE G A L L E R Y . THESE S T U D I E S ARE NOW 
COMPLETED IN P R I N C I P L E ^ ALTHOUGH THERE I S S T I L L A GREAT DEAL OF D E T A I L E D 
WORK TO BE DONE. 
N E V E R T H E L E S S , THE PROJECT WILL GO AHEAD : AND T H I S WILL MEAN THE S A L V A T I O N 
AND RESTORATION OF A QU ITE L A R G E , UN IQUE , AND B E A U T I F U L OLD B U I L D I N G , 
AND THE CREATION OF AN OPEN A IR SCULPTURE COURT AND RESTAURANT A R E A . 
I B E L I E V E IT WI L L BE A MOST OUTSTANDING DEVELOPMENT . BOUNDED BY THE 
PRESENT G A L L E R Y , MUSEUM AND STATE L I B R A R Y , IT WILL PROVIDE V I S I T O R S TO ALL 
THOSE I N S T I T U T I O N S AND THE P U B L I C GENERALLY ONE OF THE M05T A T T R A C T I V E EAT ING 
AND D I S P L A Y AREAS IN A U S T R A L I A . 
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FURTHER , THE RESTAURANT W I L L BE ABLE TO EXTEND I T S CURBS IDE S E R V I C E UP TO 
NORTH TERRACE PROPER WHERE IT W I L L BE THE F I R S T TRULY AUTHENTIC STREET CAFE 
PROBABLY IN THE WHOLE OF T H I S COUNTRY, THE S O - C A L L E D " P A R I S END OF C O L L I N S 
S T R E E T " NOTWITHSTANDING. BUT THE REAL ADVANTAGE IN T H I S DEVELOPMENT W I L L BE 
THAT THE RESTAURANT AND D I S P L A Y GARDEN W I L L , ONE HOPES , BECOME A K IND OF 
S O C I A L FULCRUM FOR THE GALLERY AND THE MUSEUM.- IT W I L L , IN A S E N S E , LOWER 
THE WALLS OF THOSE B U I L D I N G S , MAKING THEM L E S S I N S T I T U T I O N A L AND MORE OPEN 
TO THE P U B L I C . 
THAT I S THE P L A N . F R U I T I O N IS ABOUT TEN TO TWELVE MONTHS O F F . BUT IN THE 
MEANTIME YOU HAVE YOUR CONFERENCE . 
I T I S A NOTEWORTHY CONFERENCE IN FOUR PART ICULAR R E S P E C T S . IT I S , I 
UNDERSTAND, THE L A S T CONFERENCE THAT WILL BE ATTENDED BY DR. BRYDEN OF THE 
TASMANIAN MUSEUM AND ART G A L L E R Y . IT I S THE F I R S T CONFERENCE ATTENDED BY 
MR. LAVERTY OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES G A L L E R Y . IT IS THE F I R S T CONFERENCE TO BE 
ATTENDED BY MR. M 0 R R I 5 0 N , THE DIRECTOR OF THE A U S T R A L I A N NATIONAL G A L L E R Y , 
WHICH I S NOW IN AN ADVANCED PLANNING 5 T A G E . AND IT I S THE F I R S T CONFERENCE 
TO WHICH EACH STATE WITH REGIONAL ART G A L L E R I E S HAS SENT A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
7. 
REPRESENT ING REGIONAL G A L L E R I E S . 
TO A L L YOU GENTLEMEN, MAY I ON BEHALF OF THE STATE GALLERY AND THE 
GOVERNMENT EXTEND A WELCOME. 
TO THE CONFERENCE AS A WHOLE, MAY I WISH YOU GREAT S U C C E S S . 
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NOTES TO ASSIST PREMIER IN PREPARATION OF HIS SPEECH FOR THE OPEI.IEG OF THE 
STATE GALLERIES DIRECTORS CONFERENCE MONDAY EVENING. 8TH NOVEMBER. 1971. 
GENERAL - THE C ONFS.ISECB • 
The Conferee has been held annually since 1948 each State Gallery-
hosting the Conference i n rotat ion. There are many common problems which 
the Directors have found i t desirable to discuss at th i s Conference and the 
Conference has, on several occasions, made submissions to the Commonwealth 
Government on Federal matters which a f fec t the operation of Galleries and art 
i n general. Two such matters which have been brought to the Commonwealth's 
attention recently have been:-
(a) A request for Commonwealth indemnification of works of art included 
in Travelling Art Exhibitions (insurance premiums are invariably the 
greatest cost borne by Galleries in taking important exhib i t ions) . 
(b) A request to the Commonwealth for the abol i t ion of sales tax on the 
importation of works of art which inhib i t s the holding of foreign 
art exhibitions in Australia in commercial g a l l e r i e s , thus denying 
the Australian public opportunities to see and buy from important 
contemporary exhibit ions . 
The basie^purpose, however, i s to discuss a l l problems relat ing to 
exhibitions which xri.ll be circulated between the State Galleries . These must 
f i t into an integrated schedule and with more exhibit ions become available 
such a schedule i s becoming increasingly d i f f i c u l t to prepare. Decisions are 
made at the Conference whether to take certain exhibit ions which are offered. 
Finance inevitably becomes an important consideration at this time. 
Otherwise the Conference i s a time which o f fers the Directors an 
opportunity to meet the ir colleagues on a fr iendly basis and thus a s s i s t 
communication between Galleries. 
The present Conference i s to be an important one in that a basic change 
occurs i n the representation of delegates. 
1. The Commonwealth Government has just appointed a Director of the 
Australian National Gallery shortly to be established by l e g i s l a t i o n 
and for which a building i s in the advanced planning stage. This i s 
Mr. James Mollison. This now gives the Conference a strong Commonwealth 
t i e , could lend more weight to proposals and could bring greater f inancia l 
support to exhibition pre&iammes. I t w i l l in fac t , give the States a 
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stronger voice and. more influence on Commonwealth policy for the 
f ine arts . a. j ^ U ^ a ^ t ^ w . 
2. This year each State where Regional Galleries have been firmly established 
(Victoria, Hew South Hales and. Tasmania) w i l l send a Regional Galleries* 
delegate to the Conference for one day. This w i l l be the Thursday of 
the Conference week when matters of particular concern to them, including 
available exhibitions w i l l be discussed. 
3. Dr. William Bryden C.B.E., M.Sc., Director of the Tasmanian I-Iuseum and 
Art Gallery ret ires i n February and w i l l be attending his l a s t Conference; 
Dir. Bryden has been a stalwart respected member of the group of Art 
Gallery Directors and I believe i t would be appropriate to make special 
mention of his attending his l a s t Conference. Mr. Peter Laverty, recently 
appointed Director of the Art Gallery of New South Wales w i l l be attending 
his f i r s t Conference as w i l l be Mr. James Mollison representing the A.C.T. 
SUGGESTIONS ABOUT TEE OPERATIONS OF THE ART GALLERY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA WHICH 
THE PREMIER MAY LIKE TO INCLUDE 
1. The establishment of an annual grant of $50,000 for the purchase of works 
of art by the present Government in the year 1970/71 which has made possible 
important development of the co l l ec t ion . 
2. In particular growth has occurred in the contemporary Australian sect ion 
of the co l lec t ion and i n the development of a very important co l l ec t ion of 
South East Asian Art. The Premier may wish to mention the fact that our 
co l lec t ion of Thai 14th and 15th Century ceramics i s the unique public 
co l l ec t ion of th i s material. 
3. The grcwth of popular support of the Gallery as indicated by attendance 
figures generally and in particular by the very rapid growth of the Friends 
of The Art Gallery of South Australia which,- established i n 1969, now has 
a membership of over 1,350 individuals . 
4. The proposed development of the area encompassing the grounds of The Art 
Gallery, Museum and State Library, the restoration and use of the old 
Police Barracks. 
5. The future use of the old Legislat ive Council building on North Terrace as 
an Historical Museum. # . 
TTrftnr" ^ T^nn- -irlnnfi- pwvjfmJ- I. I'.l 
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IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS OVER RECENT YEARS 
1. The holding of an exhibit ion of work of advanced students of the South 
Australian School of Art which was very successful indeed. 
2. The screening of S i r Kenneth Clark's "Civilisation" ser ies of colour films 
which at each series of screenings attracted over 2,000 people. 
3. The development of the Travelling Art Exhibition scheme which carries good 
collections' of works into country areas. 
4. The steady growth of the Education Section of the Gallery to meet a growing 
demand from the Schools. 
5. The success of the Students Gallery which mounts a ser ies of exhibit ions 
which were designed espec ia l ly to give information and explanation to 
students of secondary schools. 
6. The success indicated by the public's appreciation of the coffee service 
which has brought the sculpture courtyard into greater use. 
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